
Design Board
LAYOUT TIPS



What is a design 
board?
• A design board, also called a vision board or presentation 

board, is a layout of text and images to present a design to 
a client. 

• A design board should be aesthetically pleasing, 
informative, and easy to read. 

• Use the following guidelines to successfully layout a design 
board:
• Hierarchy
• Emphasis
• Color
• Placement
• Bullseye rule
• Space
• Font



Hierarchy
• The most important elements should 

be the largest in the design board. 

• The board should have a headline 
that introduces the design. 
• The headline should be the 

largest size text on the design 
board. 

• The board should have at least one 
visual, which should act as the focal 
point of the design. 
• The largest visual should be the 

main design image. 
• All other visuals should be 

slightly smaller to avoid focal 
points from competing. 



Emphasis

• Emphasize the most 
important elements to help 
them stand out. 

• You can emphasize elements 
through…
• Size: make important items 

largest. 
• Color: Use a color that stands

out from the rest of the design
board.

• Line: Use leading lines to direct 
the viewer’s eye to the focal 
point. 

• Shape: Use shapes to highlight 
an important space. 



Color
• Use color to unify, balance, and 

emphasize parts of your design 
board. 

• If you have a colorful design, use 
neutral colors in the design board. 
Don’t add elements that will 
compete with you design. 

• If you use color in your design 
board, use similar colors as your 
design images to create unity. 

• Color can also be used as a tool to 
emphasize areas. 



Placement

• Make sure spacing is even 
between elements or looks 
intentionally asymmetrical. 

• An imbalanced layout will distract 
from the information. 

• Text and visuals that go together
should be placed closer together. 

• Keep an eye on the white space
around and between your
elements.



Bullseye Rule

• Placing visuals in the center and
text on the outside generally 
creates a more balanced and 
aesthetically pleasing layout. 

• If you place a bullseye over your
design, the center of the bullseye 
should fall on the visual elements. 
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Space

• Space is an important aspect of a 
strong layout. 

• Equal and intentional spacing 
between elements creates 
balance. 

• Leaving white space allows a 
place for the viewer’s eye to rest.

• Space can also help emphasize 
elements. 



Font

• Fonts serve as the support for 
the visuals. 

• Select fonts that are easy to 
read. Decorative fonts should 
be using sparingly, only for 
headlines and sub headlines. 

• Stick with simple, clean fonts
for larger sections of text.



Design Board Tips

• Reference this handout to remind 
you of design board and layout 
tips. 

• A poorly designed presentation
will take away from a strong 
design.

• The final presentation of your
design is part of your grade, keep
that in mind as you put it
together.



THE END


